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Washington: The President Decides U

By JAMES RESTON
WASHINGTON, Feb, 1—The

power of the President to d
what he likes on questions of
war or peace has seldom been
dramatized more sharply than
in Mr. Johnson's conduct of th
Vietnam war,

He has done almost evcxy
thing in Vietnam he vowed pub}
licly not to do. He has done i

all legally, and in the procesp|.

he has demonstrated that th
American President now exer
cises personal power n -th
field of foreign affalrs un
ecqualed by any other political
leader in the world, -

He was against taking th
Vietnam issue to the Unite
Nations Security Council fo
judgment, but he presented {
to the ULN, this week neverthe
Tess, He opposed bombing Nortl
Vietnam when he ran for th
Presidency, but he ordered th
bombing after he was elected.

He was at first against de

~ fining  war aims  publicly
against committing a large ex}

peditionary force to Vietnamy

against a peace offensivd
against committing his troop§
to offensive strategy of seeking
out and destroying the enemy}
and emphatically against risk
ing a major ground war agains}
superior numbers on the Asiag
continent—but he has done al
these things in the face of shary
opposition within his own party
and the nation.

. ®
This decislve Presidential
power is best illustrated by ht

main argument for renewin
-the bombing in North Vietna.rrﬂ

His central argument was tha
the enemy was bu,ﬂdlng up !t.
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forces during the bombing
pause, and that unless the bomb-
ing was renewed, *the cost in
life—Vietnamese lives, Ameri-
can lives, and allied lives—will
only be greatly increased.”

In saying this,
reference to -the much greater
build-up of allied power during
the pause, and implied that un-
less the United States -renewed

the bombing and stopped the .’

flow of enemy arms, the bal-
ance of power would be changed
in favor of the enemy, and the
American command would be
put in danger. On this basis,

" obviously mnobody could chal-

lenge his thesis.

The facts before the Senate,
however, do not support this
proposition. The Vietcong, it is
true, get most of thelr arms
from Communist North Vict-
nam, They have gone over to a
new weapons system that gets
all its ammunition from China,

and cannot be supplied by cap-,

turing supplies from the U.S.
and South Vietnamese forces,

whose ammunition does not fit.

‘their new weapons. But the
Vietcong are fighting mainly
with small arms; and can keep
up the present level of fighting
with no more than twelve tons
of supplies a day. .

The official line in’ Washmg-

ton 1s that the Vietcong need -
~200 tons of supplies a day,’

which is a lot, and therefore

" that bombing them will cripple

their operation. But 200 tons a
day is an estimate based on the

assumption that every Vietcong .

unit will be engaged all the

‘time, and this never has hap-
'pened m the 'Vietnmmese war

SRS -

he made no-

and is not likely to happen in
the foresceable future.
Nevertheless, when this pic-
ture of North Vietnamese
trucks delivering 200 tons of

- arms every day to attack our
as the .
factual situation, the opposition

positions is presented

to President Johnson docs not

- know what to say,

The Presldent’s legal argu-

ment {s cqually - difficult. He .
-says that the Congress author- °

ized him .to take any action
“he,” the President,

he is absolutely right
But the President asked for
this power in the midst of the

_crisis over the Communist at-

tack on American ships in the
Gulf of Tonkin last summer,
when the Congress really had
no choice but to give him what-
ever he requested publicly or
repudiate him and thus help the
encmy,

The President may be right in
what he has requested and what
he has done, but the constitu-

tional point is perfectly clear,

The system has changed dra-
matically in the last generation.

The President is now able to’

get the legal authority he wants

- if he chooses the right time to

ask - for it publicly, and he is
able then to exercise that power
to bomb or not to bhomh, to com-
mit 100,000 men or 500,000 men

.to the battle to carry out his

policies if he 50 chooses,
Even In the midst
week's controversy between the
President and the liberal Demo-
cratie Senators of his own party

. did not really seek their advice
" on the things he eventually did.”

deemed .
necessary, not only in South °
Vietnam but in all of Southeast :
Asta; to oppose the aggression -
- of the Communists, and In this

-of action

... row Wilson went to his grave s
of this

" the overwhelming power of the
over whether to bomb or not 4o -

bomab North Vietnam, the Presie
dent’'s power was overwhelming.

He sought their “consent,” but

Once the decision was made,
the power of the Presidency
began to appear. General Eisen-§
hower, not by accident, support-ji
ed it publicly. John J. ‘\IcCIov’_
elder sfafesmcn ,ncrc,_ brouvht
into the White House and.gave]}
theu' support

“he President went on tele-
vision to announce the results, .
and went on agawn to regeat it -
for the Columbia Broadcasting™
system, because Walter Cron- -
kite happened to be launching™
his news show on, color that-
night, and that was not all.

Sceretary of State Rusk, Sec-
retary of Defense McNamara, .
and White House Assistant Mc-
George Bundy were all suddenly
available to cxplain the reasons i
for the bombing to waves of -
reporters representing the big |
columns, agencies, papers end
syndicates. B

All of which is quite Iegal and |
even convenient, But it unders- |
scores the main point of all this,
The balance of power has: ]
shifted in America to the Presl-
dency. Wilson in Britain and
even Kosygin in the Soviet
Union never had such freedom
in foreign affairs,”
Something important has hap- .
pened in America since Wood- 1

belleving that the President of -
the United States was paralyzed «
in the foreign affairs field by |

Congresa a.nd public opdnlon.
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